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The Commission was set up from the start to act as an independent supranational
authority separate from governments, it has been described as "the only body
paid to think European”. The members are proposed by their member state
governments, one from each, however they are bound to act independently —
neutral from other influences such as those governments which appointed them.
This is in contrast to the Council, which represents governments, and the
Parliament, which represents citizens.

The Commission is composed of a college of "Commissioners"”, 27 members in
all, including the President and vice-presidents. Even though each member is
appointed by a national government, one per state, they do not represent their
state in the Commission.




Javier SOLANA

Secretary-General,

High Representative
for the CFSP










The European Parliament
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Company visit

Boehringer Ingelheim researches, develops,
produces and markets pharmaceutical
products throughout the world. The
company has 34 221 employees globally
and is one of the most intensive research
institutions.
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The Kaiserpfalz in Ingelheim seems to have been
one of the most important one of its kind. All the
imperial palaces were the headquarters of the
itinerant royal entourage. It was an empire without
a capital city or a permanent seat of government,
because in a historical sense there was no
capital.
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